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Contact: UM Professor Emeritus Robert McKelvey, 406-543-5996, rwmckelvey@msn.com.
EVENTS FOCUS ON MIDDLE EAST PEACE, SECURITY
MISSOULA—
Daniel Levy, a leading figure in Israeli-Palestinian peace negotiations, will be the
featured speaker during two events at The University of Montana that invite community
conversation about peace in the Middle East.
The events, which are free and open to the public, will take place on campus
Wednesday, Nov. 1.
“The Path to Peace and Security in the Middle East” will be held from 8 to 10 p.m. in
the University Center Theater. A panel discussion will follow Levy’s presentation, after which
audience members will be invited to participate.
Earlier that day, from 3:10 to 4:30 p.m ., Levy will present “The Israeli Peace Camp:
Recent Developments and Future Options” in Gallagher Business Building Room 123. A
reception, hosted by UM President George Dennison, will be held from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. in
the business building’s Gianchetta Piazza.
The events are part of “The People Speak” project of the United Nations Foundation
and are co-sponsored by the UM President’s Office, the Montana World Affairs Council and
the U.N. Association of Montana.
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“Increasingly, there is recognition that the key to peace throughout the Middle East lies
in the achievement of a secure and just peace settlement in Palestine,” said UM Professor
Emeritus Robert McKelvey, organizer of the events. “The goal of the presentations is to offer
perspectives on how the Israeli-Palestinian impasse can, with American support, be resolved.”
Levy is Senior Fellow at the New America Foundation and a fellow of the Century
Foundation, a nonprofit public policy research institution. He is a former Israeli diplomat and
has been part of innovative negotiation processes that have occurred in the past between the
Israelis and the Palestinians.
He was a member of the official Israeli delegation to the Taba negotiations with the
Palestinians in January 2001 and the lead Israeli drafter of the Geneva Initiative, a joint IsraeliPalestinian effort that suggests a detailed model for a peace agreement to end the IsraeliPalestinian conflict.
Levy served as senior policy adviser to former Israeli Minister of Justice Yossi Beilin
from March 2000 to March 2001. He was responsible for coordinating policy on various
issues, including peace negotiations, civil and human rights, and the Palestinian minority in
Israel.
During the Barak government, Levy worked in the prime minister’s office as special
adviser and head of the Jerusalem Affairs unit.
Joining Levy for the evening event will be panel members Barry Ferst, philosophy
professor at Carroll College in Helena; UM geography Professor Jeffrey Gritzner; Mehrdad
Kia, director of UM ’s Office of International Programs; and Roger Deal, UM visiting history
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professor from the University of Utah.
Mark Johnson, founder and executive director of the Montana World Affairs Council,
will moderate the panel.
The People Speak project engages people of all ages and backgrounds in thoughtful
discussions about the value of international cooperation for the United States and the world.
Project events are held across the nation and around the world to explore emerging global
challenges and opportunities.
Information about the project is available online at http://www.thepeoplespeak.org.
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Note to Editors: Daniel Levy will be available from 8 to 11 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 2, for
interviews and live media time. Call Robert McKelvey at 406-543-5996 or e-mail
rwmckelvey@msn.com. For photos of Levy, call Rita Munzenrider, director of University
Relations at UM at 406-243-4284 or e-mail munzen@umontana.edu.
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